Tuesday, February 18, 2003
Exodus 15:1 – 27

The Song of Moses and the Song of Miriam in this chapter tell the story of the destruction of Pharaoh’s army and also sing praise to God for His underserved love and rescue. Although some people think that the Hebrews waded through shallow waters to evade the Egyptian army, this view is hard to maintain in the face of the description of the army’s destruction. A literal translation of verse 10, for instance, would be “they gurgled down” instead of “they sank”.  Some point out that there is no mention of the plagues or the defeat at the Red Sea in the records or tombs of Egypt, but that isn’t surprising since the Egyptians had a habit of obliterating any record of rulers who were rejected for one reason or another, and never bothered to record any embarrassing defeats.  

Moses and his brother Aaron had been God’s human tools in the departure from Egypt.  Miriam, their sister, also appears to have been respected as a prophetess and led the people in a dance of victory and praise. Then the multitude headed out into the wilderness.


And the grumbling began again! There are Bible commentators who believe that the God of the Old Testament was not a loving God. They must not be reading the Old Testament very carefully. How many of us would put up with a people that would praise us one day and then, only three days later, grumble against us—over and over again?  Yet God’s love for them did continue in spite of their constant sin and misunderstanding of Him. He never withdrew His plan for sending His own Son to rescue this people. As to their complaint about the bitter water, God answered their need through Moses, but also added a directive which basically said, “You have to follow Me and do what I say in order to live as My people.” They were not only to listen when God spoke; they were to put His words into action in their lives.
